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FHIR at Scale Taskforce (FAST)
Core Capability 6 — Reliable Provider Identity Management
Description
In the evolving and modernizing health care interoperability model, the need to reliably identify clinical actors (practitioner, organization, or system) in a contextualized manner across the health care spectrum is critical.  In the current model, clinical actors typically assert one or more identifiers including National Provider IDs (NPI), tax identification numbers (TIN), organizational identifiers (OID), or possibly others in standard and non-standard transactions.  The identifier may be mutually agreed upon in advance by the transaction actors.  Given that the evolving interoperability model supports dynamic integration of actors, the identity reconciliation will need to happen dynamically and within the context of the interaction.  This core capability is not advocating or endorsing a specific identifier or approach but is spotlighting that clinical actors must be reliably identifiable across the spectrum and in a contextualized manner.    
Clinical actors frequently operate under different contexts.  For example, an actor may be a primary care physician and serve as a teaching professor at a medical school.  He or she may also volunteer at a clinic, serve in field hospital in a time of crisis, and be a caregiver for a family member.  This capability ensures that the identity of the provider can be established within context so that appropriate authentication and authorizationcan be determined.  Existing identifiers and/or other information available in the transaction or elsewhere may be appropriate for firmly identifying the clinical actor. This core capability does not include patient identity or clinicians working as caregivers as those are covered in other core capabilities.

Technical Domain
Scaling Architecture
Exchange
Guiding Principles
Trust and confidence in dynamic, contextual identification of the clinical actor at scale is paramount
This capability across systems should not pose significant burden via latency or user complexity
Appropriate authentication and authorization along with audit capabilities are required



Functional & Technical Objectives
Solution will implement at scale well with other FAST capabilities so as not to cause additional burden
Solution will enable in-workflow interoperability at scale using FHIR and adjacent and complementary technologies such as SMART on FHIR
Solution should be in accordance with appropriate standards
Use Case Context & Traceability
This core capability was derived and vetted in many FAST use cases including:
Patient/Provider Identification (Primary)
Event Based Alerts
Push Patient Information
Patient Information Request, Provider Request to Plan 
Patient Information Request, Plan Request to Provider 
Authentication/Authorization
End Point Discovery
Version Identification
Documentation Templates and Rules
Quality Reporting
Shared Care Planning
Referrals/Consults
Care Team Coordination
Scheduling

Conceptual Model
TBD
Child Capabilities
None defined yet
Parent Capabilities
None defined 
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