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FHIR at Scale Taskforce (FAST)
Core Capability 3 — Resource Version Identification
Description
As the contemporary interoperability pattern of FHIR using REST becomes standard, the ecosystem will need to support multiple versions of FHIR resources and their associated Application Programming Interfacs (APIs).  Unlike the classic world of healthy care interoperability in which versions rarely changed (and when it did, everyone changed at once), modern API patterns support multiple versions at the same time. The concept of versions in FHIR is supported natively using conformance and the version resource and can also be addressed or complimented with the directory/end point discovery or version-agnostic end points. The key point is that the initiator of the transaction must be able to determine the version(s) available and their end points, or that the end point can handle multi-versions or be version agnostic.   
Technical Domain
Directory/Versioning/Scale
Guiding Principles
Version information must be available to the requestor dynamically and systematically via API
Version information may be available via another interaction (such as directory end point) but must be a stand-alone capability as well
Although the version API service may be secured and require authentication to access, it does not ensure the requestor has authority or authentication rights to the API
The version process must allow for constituents to add and update end points and/or be able to maintain/present information based upon automatic or dynamic retrieval of version information
Functional Objectives
Provide a version discovery mechanism for a requestor to dynamically & reliably determine the end point version of another entity and the topic it supports
Reduce or eliminate the need for pre-configuration of versions

Technical Objectives
Ensure the appropriate and reliable discovery of end point versions at scale 

Use Case Context & Traceability
This core capability was derived and vetted in many FAST use cases including:
End Point Discovery
Version Identification (primary)
Patient Information Request, Provider Request to Plan
Patient Information Request, Plan Request to Provider
Documentation Templates and Rules
Event Based Alerts
Quality Reporting
Push Patient Information
Shared Care Planning
Referrals/Consults
Care Team Coordination
Scheduling
Conceptual Model
TBD
Child Capabilities
None defined 
Parent Capabilities
None defined 
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