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Electronic Long-Term Services and Supports (eLTSS) Initiative
The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) have partnered to launch the Standards & Interoperability (S&I) Framework’s electronic Long-term Services and Supports (eLTSS) Initiative. 

The eLTSS Initiative is working towards the identification and harmonization of electronic standards so that person-centered service plans can be created, exchanged and re-used by health care and community-based social service providers, payers and the individuals they serve. The information within these plans can help to improve the coordination of health and social services that support an individual’s mental and physical health. 
This new initiative is driven by the requirements of the CMS Testing Experience and Functional Tools (TEFT) in community-based long-term services and supports (CB-LTSS) Planning and Demonstration Grant Program created in the Affordable Care Act (ACA).
Value of Health IT for Person-Centered Community-Based LTSS Planning
The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act introduces approaches to health care delivery that encourage the formation of more coordinated systems and person-centered planning, many of which can be supported by health IT. The TEFT Grant Program, in particular, provides a significant opportunity to leverage health IT to help bridge quality measurement gaps specific to the experience and outcomes of care for individuals receiving community-based long-term services and supports (CB-LTSS).  CB-LTSS are defined as services provided to individuals, such as frail elderly or adults with disabilities, who require daily living assistance due to physical, cognitive or chronic health conditions. 
At the heart of the TEFT Grant Program is the establishment of a person-centered eLTSS plan to support the needs of the CB-LTSS beneficiary, not only as they receive support and services in their community but also as they transition between institutional and non-institutional settings. The eLTSS plan will be designed in such a way that it can be exchanged electronically across multiple CB-LTSS settings (e.g., adult day services, beneficiary homes, group homes, foster homes, assisted living, home health and hospice), institutional settings (e.g. hospitals, primary care) and with beneficiaries and payers. The standards identified for the eLTSS plan will support consistent data collection and interoperable exchange with various information systems to include clinical information systems, State Medicaid and Health Information Exchange (HIE) systems, Personal Health Record (PHR) systems and associated mobile technologies, and other information systems (e.g. case management, legal).
By Fall 2015, the eLTSS Initiative will publish new Pilot Guidance that will define the standards needed for the creation, exchange and re-use of: 1) key domains and associated data elements for CB-LTSS person-centered planning; and 2) interoperable, accessible person-centered service plans for use by providers and beneficiaries, accountable entities, and payers.
To ensure the eLTSS Pilot Guide is both deployment ready and implementer-friendly prior to widespread adoption, the eLTSS Initiative is seeking organizations to test and pilot the draft guidance . These Participants will demonstrate and will help to improve on the implementation-readiness of the eLTSS Pilot Guide in a production (or near-production) environment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]To learn more about the eLTSS Initiative, please review the eLTSS Project Charter: http://wiki.siframework.org/electronic+Long-Term+Services+and+Supports+%28eLTSS%29+Charter 
Value Statement for Participating Entities
The implementation of consensus driven standards for person-centered service plans is expected to improve efficiencies and promote collaboration across provider groups and beneficiaries by:
· Identifying an agreed upon set of domains and data elements for the capture and sharing of eLTSS plan information
· Improving provider workflows by enabling secure, single-point data entry for eLTSS plan development and exchange
· Integrating beneficiary priorities, preferences and goals identified in the CB-LTSS setting with those goals and outcomes identified in a clinical and/or institutional setting
· Improving timeliness for collecting and sharing LTSS information between provider types, between providers and beneficiaries, and between providers and State Medicaid Agencies and/or other payers
· Reducing data collection processes placed on users by enabling the reuse of previously collected data
· Supporting the timely transition of relevant eLTSS plan information at the start of care and service delivery and as the beneficiary’s preferences and goals change
eLTSS Pilots—How to Get Started
The S&I Steering Team is seeking broad participation—by providers, Health IT vendors, digital technology innovators, health systems, implementers, standards development organizations, consumer/individual advocates and the general public—in eLTSS Pilots. Any interested party is welcome to participate in the development and testing of the Pilot Guidance. 
For more information on eLTSS Pilots, please visit the eLTSS Pilots wiki:  http://wiki.siframework.org/electronic+Long-Term+Services+and+Supports+%28eLTSS%29+Pilots 
To be considered for participation as an eLTSS Pilot Site, please join and register as a committed member on the eLTSS wiki: http://wiki.siframework.org/eLTSS+Join+the+Initiative  
Please complete the Pilot Interest Survey to express your interest in being an eLTSS Pilot Site:  http://wiki.siframework.org/electronic+Long+Term+Services+and+Supports+Pilot+Interest+Survey 
The Initiative All-Hands Workgroup meets every Thursday from 12:30 to 1:30pm EST. Meeting information is available on the S&I wiki: http://wiki.siframework.org/electronic+Long-Term+Services+and+Supports+%28eLTSS%29 
To learn more about the Initiative and to express interest in becoming a Pilot Site, please contact: Evelyn Gallego (evelyn.gallego@siframework.org ) and Lynette Elliott (lynette.elliott@esacinc.com) 
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