C1 Manual Entry – Synonymous Data Criteria Substitution (CYPRESS-706)

Background

Cypress randomly selects data criteria (e.g. Encounter, Performed) from the measures an EHR has chosen for certification.  In cases where multiple value sets can be used for the same data criteria, an EHR can manually enter any code from the appropriate value sets.  For example, in CMS 145, the Encounter, Performed data criteria can have codes from 6 value sets.
· “Encounter, Performed: Office Visit"
· "Encounter, Performed: Outpatient Consultation"
· "Encounter, Performed: Nursing Facility Visit"
· "Encounter, Performed: Care Services in Long-Term Residential Facility"
· "Encounter, Performed: Home Healthcare Services"
· "Encounter, Performed: Patient Provider Interaction"

There are select logic statement where different data criteria are used synonymously within a measure specification.  For instance, the following is from CMS145v4.

AND: Union of:
· "Diagnostic Study, Performed: Ejection Fraction (result < 40 %)
· "Diagnosis, Active: Moderate or Severe LVSD"
· "Diagnosis, Active: Left Ventricular Systolic Dysfunction (severity: Moderate or Severe)"starts before end of Occurrence A of $CADEncounters145

Cypress treats each of the above data criteria as unique.  “Diagnostic, Study” is a different data criteria type than “Diagnosis, Active” and “Diagnosis, Active: Left Ventricular Systolic Dysfunction” requires a severity attribute, where “Diagnosis, Active: Moderate or Severe LVSD” does not.  Therefore, Cypress does not allow for substitution of one of the data criteria for another.

How does this error present itself?

During certification a vendor may identify that they are unable to enter a specific data criteria that Cypress has chosen for a specific measure.  The vendor may ask to submit a different data criteria in place of the one chosen by Cypress.

Guidance

Substitution should only be allowed in scenarios that meet the following criteria

1. The substituted data criteria is clinically equivalent.
· Being included in the same Union alone does not indicate that the data criteria are equivalent.  For example, CMS188 has a union with data criteria that are not clinically equivalent.  "Medication, Active: Systemic immunosuppressive therapy" is not clinically equivalent to "Encounter, Performed: Nursing Home or Extended Care Facility"

2) It is demonstrated that the substitutable (i.e. the Union) data criteria is used consistently across all measures and logic statements.
· For example, if a user wants to replace "Diagnosis, Active: Left Ventricular Systolic Dysfunction (severity: Moderate or Severe)" with "Diagnosis, Active: Moderate or Severe LVSD," this substitution must be allowed in every measure and logical condition that “Diagnosis, Active: Left Ventricular Systolic Dysfunction (severity: Moderate or Severe)" is used in. 
· The substitution should not be allowed if there are places where “Diagnosis, Active: Left Ventricular Systolic Dysfunction (severity: Moderate or Severe)" cannot be substituted with "Diagnosis, Active: Moderate or Severe LVSD."

[bookmark: _GoBack]When a Data Criteria is substituted, there will not be an automated verification of the exported QRDA file.  The ATL will need to observe the entry of the substituted criteria (recording the substituted criteria and entered codes/attributes).  The existence of the Data Criteria, codes and attribute values in the QRDA file can be manually verified by the ATL.  If necessary, the Cypress team can provide assistance with manually verifying the QRDA content.


Known Substitutable “Unions”

Below is a list of the Known Substitutable “Unions.”  This list should be updated when vendors identify Data Criteria meet the criteria for substitution.  These substitutable Data Criteria need to be verified by the ATLs, with the assistance of the Cypress team (if necessary).


	Measure IDs
	Substitutable Union

	CMS135v4, CMS135v5, CMS144v4,
CMS144v5, CMS145v4,
CMS145v5
	AND: Union of:
· "Diagnostic Study, Performed: Ejection Fraction (result < 40 %)
· "Diagnosis, Active: Moderate or Severe LVSD"
· "Diagnosis, Active: Left Ventricular Systolic Dysfunction (severity: Moderate or Severe)"starts before end of Occurrence A of $CADEncounters145
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