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This proposal is overly complicated, aimed at doctors rather than patients, and is narrowly focused on one element of prostate health. It is an attempt to control doctors rather than allowing patients to make informed decisions based on their individual conditions and screening and treatment alternatives associated with screening or all treatment alternatives.  

As a patient it must be patient choice to decide on screening or not and when screening should occur based on the patient overall health – a holistic view of patient health and prostate conditions, including the results of digital rectal exam (DRE) of the prostate, patient family history with respect to prostate cancer, patient expected lifespan (this data exists on SSA website)  and patient desire for a healthy quality of life for remaining time on this earth.  If CMS feels the need to improve quality of outcomes, focus on the creation of a patient-focused decision matrix that could be made available to patients by their doctor to enable an informed decision about what to do, if anything based on all factors important to each individual patient.

