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Transitions of Care Test Procedure Comments
§170.315(b)(1)
The test procedures, test data, and tooling are in need of improvement to help achieve widespread interoperability nationwide.   The eHealth Exchange Coordinating Committee just approved the formation of a new eHealth Exchange Testing Workgroup that had its kick off meeting on June 30, 2015.  The Testing Workgroup will develop functional and conformance testing requirements for the testing and validation of Health IT Modules to the eHealth Exchange criteria while improving interoperability for all member stakeholders.  The Testing Workgroup will leverage this test procedure as drafted by ONC for the Transitions of Care and hopes to continue to collaborate to improve this test procedure by leveraging lessons learned from implementers of the eHealth Exchange in production today.  
The eHealth Exchange recommends that collaboration be considered with participants who have assembled clinically relevant testing procedures to improve interoperability across a vast variety of systems in different care settings. The Testing Workgroup will focus on the broad needs for industry and remain grounded in existing capabilities implemented in production and where there are gaps or issues with information exchange related to content.  
The HL7 Consolidated CDA® (C-CDA) is a standard that reconciled and consolidated multiple healthcare exchange documents into a single template library. The Office of the National Coordinator (ONC) named the Consolidated Templates Draft Standard for Trial Use (DSTU) in Meaningful Use Stage 2. This has caused a large variety of implementations with regards to vocabularies, section and entry level constraints where there needs to be further guidance for best practices of how to incorporate consistent document value sets and meta data that accompanies the clinical content of the document.  We feel this test procedure should be expanded to help address the difficulty to implement to such a wide variety of templates that can be repackaged into various document types. 
In addition, we recommend that some further constrained subset of documents be tested with various error conditions as deemed appropriate.  The Exchange participants are often experiencing the increased difficulties to achieve interoperability because there are a wide variety of documents that are causing much chaos at the local implementations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The procedure, as proposed does not include test data for validation of valid and invalid C-CDAs and for proper error handling through the creation of C-CDAs. Test data should be included in the test procedure to accommodate workflows across a variety of healthcare settings to test for efficient and effective data sharing with EHRs/EMRs. The test procedure as proposed does not include interpretation of "error handling" for "invalid" C-CDAs. We believe that various testing programs should verify C-CDA validity in a consistent manner and leverage various testing tools and procedures within testing programs where appropriate.
The test procedure does not include specifics for test tools.  The eHealth Exchange plans to follow the process outlined within the Federal Register to request acceptance and approval of Non-Governmental Developed Test Procedures, Test Tools, and Test Data for Use Under the ONC Health IT Certification Program.   
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2015/06/09/2015-13510/acceptance-and-approval-of-non-governmental-developed-test-procedures-test-tools-and-test-data-for#h-5
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