The CMS CQM specifications indicate that for certain measures there are Initial Patient Populations (IPP) and Denominator Exclusions in addition to the measure’s denominator population. For MU reporting, CMS has indicated that we will need to separately report on Denominator Exclusions and IPP populations.  Do we also have to report these populations in addition to the measure denominator population when reporting PQRS data for 2014?

I brought this up on the final DSV call and the meeting notes had the following answer.

[image: cid:image001.jpg@01CF63A2.DDD9E450]

This answer makes it clear we will need to report IPP populations but I am confused by the answer for the Denominator Exclusion populations.  There are no EP CQM updates for 2014, so what is meant by the denominator exclusions differ due to measure revisions. Even in the most recent EP measure versions from June 2013, I still see Denominator Exclusion criteria (e.g., preventive care and screening for clinical depression and follow-up).

I am looking for clarification on the reporting requirements for Denominator Exclusions for PQRS in 2014.
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ANSWER

For most of the CQMs, there is an IPP or
denominator exclusion population built into the
denominator. When submitting the measures
for PORS, do we need to submit the measures
and the 1PP / exclusions or just the measure?

The 2014 £CQM it ptient population (79]
information must be incuded i the submission. Please
note the denominator exclusions difer rom the 2013
£CaM specifkationsdue to measurerevisiors. The 2014
£Cas were made i accommodaterecaiving data
he GROA Category llaggregate format

‘The IPP is the population group the measure addresses.
‘The denominator population can be the same as the PP
~or- it can further define the patient population. The PY
2014 6CQM denominator count will be more equal to
the IPP than for the PY 2013 eCQM specifications. We do
not want denominators higher than Inital Patient
Population.




