Initial Patient Population:

Question 1#: Is the measure looking for the very ‘FIRST’ Diagnosis, Active: Alcohol and Drug Dependence to occur during the first 11 months of the measurement period?  Or are we looking for the ‘FIRST’ Diagnosis, Active: Alcohol and Drug Dependence to occur during the first 11 months of the measurement period on a qualifying encounter for Office Visit , Emergency Department Visit, Detoxification Visit, Hospital Observation Care – Initial, Hospital Inpatient Visit – Initial, Discharge Services - Hospital Inpatient Same Day Discharge, Discharge Services - Hospital Inpatient or Face-to-Face Interaction during the measurement period?

As the term ‘OCCURRENCE A’ does not necessary defined the order in which the criteria must occur per the cqm logic spec. Thus, if a patient has more than one diagnosis documented for Alcohol and Drug Dependence see example below, which would be considered ‘FIRST’ ‘OCCURRENCE A Diagnosis of Alcohol and Drug Dependence? (see example below)

The example below, which is considered the FIRST: "Occurrence A of Diagnosis, Active: Alcohol and Drug Dependence? From reading the spec I would assume encounter#2 on 5/3/13 as this was on a qualifying encounter and did not have a Diagnosis for Alcohol and Drug Dependence <= 60 days. Is this correct?

1. Encounter#1: 1/3/13: Documentation of 291.81 for Diagnosis of Alcohol and Drug Dependence 
1. Encounter#2: 5/3/13: Documentation of 291.81 for Diagnosis of Alcohol and Drug Dependence AND 99201 documented for qualifying office visit encounter
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« Initial Patient Population =
- AND: FIRST: "Occurrence A of Diagnosis, Active: Alcohol and Drug Dependence” <= 11 month(s) starts after start of "Measurement Period"
< AND: "Patient Characteristic Birthdate: birth date” >= 13 year(s) starts before start of "Measurement Period”
- AND: "Occurrence A of Diagnosis, Active: Alcohol and Drug Dependence” starts during
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Office Visit"
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Emergency Department Visit"
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Detoxification Visit"
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Hospital Observation Care - Initial”
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Hospital Inpatient Visit - Initial”
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Discharge Services - Hospital Inpatient Same Day Discharge”
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Discharge Services - Hospital Inpatient”
OR: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Face-to-Face Interaction”
= during "Measurement Period"”
+ Denominator
< AND: "Initial Patient Population”
+ Denominator Exclusions =
< AND: "Occurrence B of Diagnosis, Active: Alcohol and Drug Dependence” <= 60 day(s) starts before start of "Occurrence A of Diagnosis,
Active: Alcohol and Drug Dependence”





