

AMA-Convened PCPI® Public Comments on EH Influenza Measure

General Comments:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Given CMS’ emphasis on the alignment of quality measures across all reporting programs, there are several aspects of this measure that could be aligned with existing measures that address influenza immunization.  The AMA-PCPI would be interested in being part of the discussion to harmonize the EP influenza immunization measure with this proposed measure for EH Reporting.

The EP and EH influenza measures differ in how they capture data elements for situations when the patient has certain conditions or reasons to warrant the influenza vaccine to not be given. The AMA-PCPI EP measure (CMS 147) captures patients with these conditions as denominator exceptions, whereas OFMQ’s EH measure includes patients with these conditions in the numerator.  This will result in performance rates that differ significantly between the measures.  Further, this discrepancy may cause misinterpretation of the performance rates, such that the total score may not indicate what the measure intends to capture (total percentage of patients who were immunized).   Quality improvement efforts, which rely heavily on the accurate analysis of measure performance rates, would be impacted by these inconsistencies.

It is unclear how frequently this measure is to be reported, given that some data elements are tied to ‘Occurrence A of Inpatient Encounter’ and other data elements are tied to the ‘Measurement Period’.  The PCPI recognizes that the true unit of analysis is currently unable to be fully captured in the HQMF standard; as such, we typically provide text in the guidance field as to the intended unit of analysis, and recommend that such language would more clearly define the measure’s intent. 
Additional questions we have regarding the unit of analysis include:
· Is the measure intended to be reported once for each patient who was seen (discharged from the hospital) during the flu season?  If yes, which inpatient encounter should be used for reporting in the instance that a patient has more than one inpatient encounter during the time period of interest?
· Or is the intent for a provider to report this measure for every inpatient encounter during the measurement period?

The measurement period for the EH measure differs from the measurement period used across the rest of the EH measures, as well as that used in the EP program.  

OFMQ eCQM human readable: 
[image: ]

AMA-PCPI eCQM human readable: 
[image: ]

We recommend that in its final version that the measurement period be aligned with the other eCQMs currently in use in the Meaningful Use program.  If OFMQ’s eMeasure is the only eCQM with a different measurement period,this difference may be confusing to implementers;  we recommend OFMQ consider aligning the measurement period with other measures included in the EHR Incentive program. 

We also note that for a given measurement period, the AMA-PCPI eCQM, CMS147, captures the flu season that ends in March of the measurement period.  Data for the flu season that begins in October of the measurement period would be measured and collected in the following reporting period. For example, for the 2014 measurement period, EPs report on the flu season that started in October, 2013 and ended in March, 2014.  This approach enables measure calculation to begin at the time the measurement period concludes (ie, December 31, 2014), and that data to be collected after the end of the measurement period are not part of the 2014 measure calculation. 

AMA-PCPI eCQM Guidance section from human readable: 
[image: ]

The PCPI measure includes a numerator option to account for those who have received the influenza vaccination prior to the start of the measurement period. 

There are several overlapping concepts—and subsequently overlapping value sets—between the proposed EH measure and the EP influenza vaccination measure.  There is the opportunity to harmonize the use of value sets across measures; the PCPI is willing to collaborate with OFMQ on identifying areas where value set harmonization may be possible.


Recommendations/Comments related to Logic Structure
Given the complexity of the logic and multiple occurrencing components, PCPI recommends that OFMQ consider the following suggestions to simplify the logic thus making clearer the intent of the measure: 

1. The third ‘AND’ in the IPP reads as follows:
[image: ]

Comment: This logic statement identifies the months of the flu season.  In the header, the Measurement Period field is defined as “October 1, 20xx through March 31, 20xx”.   
Because the measurement period for this measure is consistent with the flu season, the logic could be simplified as follows:
AND: “Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Encounter Inpatient (discharge datetime)” during “Measurement Period”


2. The second ‘AND’ in the IPP reads as follows:
[image: ]
Comment: Our interpretation of this logic statement is that this component of logic is attempting to only include patients with a length of stay less than or equal to 120 days.  
We are interested in what the measure developer’s rationale was to not include patients who have a length of stay greater than 120 days?


3. In the following string of logic, it is clear that the measure developer is attempting to capture a patient who had a previous reaction to a flu vaccine. What is unclear is what the intent of including ‘starts after start of [Medication Administered/Procedure Performed]’?   If you have Guillian-Barre, can you only meet this numerator logic if the start date of the disorder occurred after a previous flu vaccine?  What if you only have Guillian-Barre documented without the influenza vaccination?  Will the flu vaccine be expected to be administered?  If the previous flu vaccine/vaccination needs to be captured, please consider adding timing constraints to the ‘Medication, Administered’ and ‘Procedure, Performed’ data elements.

[image: ]
4. When occurrencing is used in eMeasure logic, it is pointing to the same instance of a data element that inherits the same constraints – eg, “Occurrence A of Encounter Inpatient” will always have the timing constraint that is first applied in the IPP, ‘<= 6 month(s) starts after start of “Measurement Period”’, throughout the specification. In the following logic statements, there are different timing constraints listed for the same data elements labeled with “Occurrence A”. We recommend that the use of occurrencing and the timing constraints for these data elements be re-evaluated.  

[image: ]


The AMA-Convened PCPI appreciates the opportunity to comment on this measure under development. 	
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E Influenza immunization

eMeasure Title Influenza immunization

eMeasure eMeasure Version number 1
Identifier

P (Measure

Authoring Tool)

H NQF Number 1659 25f464ae-2b40-4516-836b-fa76d0891e36

Measurement October 1, 20xx through March 31, 20xx
B Period

Measure Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
| Steward

Measure Oklahoma Foundation for Medical Quality
g Developer

Endorsed By National Quality Forum

- Description This prevention measure addresses acute care hospitalized inpatients age 6 months and older who were screened
for seasonal influenza immunization status and were vaccinated prior to discharge if indicated. The numerator
captures two activities: screening and the intervention of vaccine administration when indicated. As a result,
patients who had documented contraindications to the vaccine, patients who were offered and declined the vaccine
and patients who received the vaccine during the current year's influenza season but prior to the current
hospitalization are captured as numerator events.
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B Copyriaht 2012 American Medica Assoceton. Al Rihts Reservec.
D Physician Performance Measures (Measures) and related data specifications have been developed by the
9 American Medical Association (AMA) - convened Physician Consortium for Performance Improvement(R) (PCPI
[R1). These Measures are not clinical guidelines and do not establsh a standard of medical care, and have not
been tested for all potential applications. The Measures, while copyrighted, can be reproduced and distributed,
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Rationale Annual influenza vaccination is the most effective method for preventing influenza virus infection and its
complications. Influenza vaccine is recommended for all persons aged >=6 months who do not have
contraindications to vaccination.

cal Routine annual influenza vaceination is recommended for all persons aged ==6 months. To permit time for

Recommendation production of protective antibody levels, vaccination should optimally occur before onset of influenza activity in

Statement the community, and providers should offer vaccination as soon as vaceine is available. Vaccination also should
continue to be offered throughout the influenza season. (CDC/ACIP, 2011)

Higher score indicates better quality

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Prevention and control of influenza with vaccines.
Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP), 2011. MMWR 2011;60(33);1128-
1132, Available at https//www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtmi/mm6033a3.htm Accessed August 2011

Previous Receipt - receipt of the current season’s influenza immunization from another provider OR from same.
provider prior to the visit to which the measure is applied (typically, prior vaccination would include influenza
vaccine given since August 1st)

influenza season defined by the measure: October through March (October 1 for the year prior to the start of the
influenza season that ends in March of the reporting period. The subsequent influenza season (ending March of the
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« Initial Patient Population =
o AND: "Patient Characteristic Birthdate: birth date” >= 6 month(s) starts before start of
"Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Encounter Inpatient (discharge datetime)”
o AND: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Encounter Inpatient (length of stay <= 120
day(s))"
o AND: "Occurrence A of Encounter, Performed: Encounter Inpatient (discharge datetime)" <= 6
month(s) starts after start of "Measurement Period"
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